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Great Golfing, Gaming 
and Scenery Offered 
across Michigan’s Upper 
PeninsulaNeal Kotlarek

and proceeding through No. 18, golfers are remind-
ed of the property’s farmland roots as thick fescue 
grasses protect the fairways and rock outcroppings 
are located in unexpected areas around the vast 
acreage.
 Sage Run is the second of two courses that 
serve as marquee attractions at the ever-growing 
entertainment complex. Presently offering 326 guest 
rooms and suites, the hotel is near completion of 

iIn many ways, architect Paul Albanese found the 
perfect parcel of land upon which to build the 
Sage Run course at Island Resort & Casino. Isolated 
from civilization on a rocky ridge fostered by a 
receding glacier, the course perfectly reflects the 
surrounding Michigan Upper Peninsula landscape. 
Picturesque, rugged, remote, and tranquil are just 
a few adjectives that come to mind when surveying 
the property from off the first tee. Starting at Hole 1 

a $30 million tower that will add 100 new hotel 
rooms and eventually be connected to the current 
11-story hotel building. An elegant dining room and 
convention space are planned for the top floor of 
the new project, which is expected to be opened this 
December. A pool with water park features will also 
cater to kids and young adult guests.
 Island Resort & Casino is managed by the 
Hannahville Indian Community and originated in 

1981. The idea for the casino evolved from car bingo 
games that were used as fundraisers to help the 
reservation’s baseball team buy uniforms. Formerly 
known as Hannahville Bingo and Casino, the prop-
erty evolved into a full-service resort in 2007 with the 
opening of the hotel. The Sweetgrass championship 
18-hole golf course was unveiled a year later. The 
layout was immediately heralded as a “Best New 
Public Course in America” by Golf Digest.
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 “Golf is a key aspect of the resort,” said 
Director of Golf Dave Douglas. “There are a lot of 
great courses across Michigan so we knew the bar 
was set high. The goal was to not just offer a fun and 
challenging 18 holes. We wanted to offer tourna-
ment-quality conditions that would make playing the 
course a fantastic experience.” 
 The resort’s emphasis on golf extends beyond 
the property’s own boundaries. Along with providing 
“Stay & Play” deals on the complex’s two courses, 
the resort also offers the popular “Perfect 4-Some 
Package” which provides guests discounts and access 
to the UP’s other two acclaimed nearby courses: 
Timberstone Golf Course in Iron Mountain, and 
Greywalls at Marquette Golf Club. Although all four 
courses have distinctly different characteristics, taken 
as a whole they reflect everything that makes golf in 
the Upper Peninsula so great: breathtaking scenery, 

great conditions, and solitude far, far away from hus-
tle and bustle.
 Like Sage Run, Sweetgrass Golf Club was 
also the work of acclaimed designer Albanese. One 
of the clever touches across the course is a variety 
of fun green complexes including a slanted Biarritz 
green, Redan hole, and an island green at Hole 15. 
Albanese serves up unique stretches of holes that fit 
the eye perfectly and flow effortlessly. Added flour-
ishes to the design are plaques and symbols placed 
around the course to honor the rich history of the 
Hannahville Indian Community and the area’s heri-
tage going all the way back to the 1650s.
 The highlight of the front nine is the beautiful 
and thought-provoking 9th hole. A long drive on this 
par 5 provokes the player to consider a heroic sec-
ond shot over a long stretch of flowing ponds leading 
to the green along the left side. The smarter choice is 

a layup short of a massive fairway bunker to set up a 
pitch to a large, sweeping green. 
 For the 10th year, Sweetgrass is scheduled to 
host the Symetra Tour’s Island Resort Championship 
this June 11 – 13th. Known as the “Road to the 
LPGA,” the Symetra Tour is considered the most 
established women’s developmental tour in the 
world. The tournament is considered one of the more 
high-profile events on the tour as the winner receives 
an exemption into the Evian Championship, one of 
the LPGA Tour’s major championships.
 “The players rave about playing here,” 
Douglas said. “We don’t just hear them praise the 
course and the tournament while they’re competing 
here,” he added. “We get that kind of positive feed-
back from folks who run into players while they’re 
competing elsewhere in the country, which is the 
highest form of praise.”

 Prepare for a seismic change in look and 
challenge after taking the eight-mile drive away from 
the resort to the Sage Run course. While a number 
of holes are gently rolling—similar to the Sweetgrass 
course—others are built atop, below, or across the 
ridge (geologically called a drumlin). The par-3 No. 
5 might look short on the scorecard, but the green 
rests atop the ridge and is protected by fescue and 
sand. Use at least one extra club to ensure your tee 
shot carries all the way to the top. The 15th hole, on 
the other hand, plays far shorter as the par 4 dives 
down the ridge steeply off the tee before rising again 
slightly while leading to the putting surface.
 Ever played over a rock creek before? The 
18th hole calls for players to avoid one on the left side 
of this massive par 5 finishing hole. 
 “We’ve received a lot of great reviews from 
our guests on both the beauty and the conditioning 
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Sweet Grass / Island Resort
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of Sage Run,” said Douglas. “Even though Paul 
(Albanese) developed both courses, there are few 
similarities between them. I think that’s a tribute to 
the architect. And those differences make playing the 
two courses more fun.”
 Guests who take advantage of “The Perfect 
4-Some” packages use the resort as a base and 
schedule two separate legs for visits to Timberstone 
G.C to the west and to Greywalls to the north. The 
customizable packages offer 3, 4 and 5 night lodg-
ing options to schedule rounds.
 Timberstone Golf Course at Pine Mountain 
Resort was designed by Michigan’s own Jerry 
Matthews and exemplifies the architect’s commitment 
to natural design. The course is located on a sprawl-
ing 240 acres of land and features jaw-dropping 
holes carved through dense forested land and accent-
ed by lakes and streams. My favorite hole on the 

course is the par-3, No. 4. Nicknamed “Miner’s Trick,” 
the hole calls for a mid-iron over sparse vegetation to 
a cucumber-shaped green protected on the left side 
by a pot bunker locals call the “Pit from Hell.” Land 
your tee shot in here and your score on the hole is 
almost certain to be something north of heavenly.
 Greywalls at Marquette Golf Club may 
just be one of the most underrated golf courses in 
America. Due to its relatively remote location, this 
stunning 231-acre Mike DeVries-designed layout 
doesn’t get nearly the acclaim it so richly deserves. 
As its name suggests, Greywalls features walls of 
sheer rock that tower above greens and massive 
granite outcroppings that bisect fairways. Holes 
ride up, down, and across boldly contoured slopes, 
fairways framed by mature trees and sweeping 
bunkers. Views of nearby Lake Superior can be 
enjoyed across the course’s higher elevations. My 

favorite hole on the course is the short 312-yard No. 
5. A cleverly placed drive into the fairway allows the 
player to weave a short-iron between a mound of 
stone to the left of the green and a monolithic rock 
wall to the right.”
 Along with highly-affordable hotel and green 
fee rates, “The Perfect 4-Some Package” includes a 
certificate for $10 off a $50 or more apparel pur-
chase at either Sweetgrass or Sage Run.
 As a full-service complex, Island Resort & 
Casino offers an array of dining options as well as a 
regular slate of entertainment, including top country 
music and rock acts. The 5 Bridges Steak & Seafood 
House features nightly chef specials and premium 
steaks and seafood. Other options include a pizze-
ria, the T. McC’s Sports Bar and a pub offering 18 
draft options—one for each hole?—and 30 varieties 
of bottled beer.

 The resort has expanded its gaming options 
significantly since its days as a car bingo destina-
tion. Table games are offered as well as slots, poker, 
and—of course!—bingo. There is also another 
level of entertainment for golfers with the addition 
of sportsbook entertainment. TwinSpires, the offi-
cial online wagering site for Churchill Downs and 
the Kentucky Derby, offers various betting options 
around our favorite sporting events. TwinSpires has 
convenient kiosks inside and outside of the T. McC’s 
sports bar, thus allowing guests to watch and wager 
on their favorite sports teams.
 Located in Harris, Mich., Island Resort & 
Casino is a scenic lakeside three-and-a-half to 
five-hour drive from Milwaukee and Chicago respec-
tively. For reservations, package deals, virtual tours 
of the golf courses and more information, visit www.
islandresortgolf.com.

Timberstone

Sweetgrass / Island Resort

T. McC’s Sports Bar

Sage Run Hole 1Sage Run Hole 3

GOLFChicagoMagazine.com
www.islandresortgolf.com
www.islandresortgolf.com

	_heading=h.gjdgxs

